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“Tlie dissolution of the funnel occupied a period esti- 
mated a t  not esceeding 10 seconds. Its disappearance 
was almost simultaneous from base to summit, much 
like the disapI;earanc.e of steam when escaping into cooler 
air. * * * The surrounding rapidly revolviiiq dust 
cloud continued on alone for a distance of three-fourths 
of ‘a mile, apparently undiminished in size and velocri ty. 
It then crossed a draw probublp GO feet lower thiiti the 
uplands, the whirling dust cloud sudtlenly broke, and. 
escept for a straight cloud ol’ dust, continuing for another 
fourth of n mile northwestward, there was no further 
eyidence of a strong wind. 

“‘i’he funnel cloud, which was at  all times long ani1 
slender, appeared white aa viewed by the writ.er (its 
western face). To Mr. Pickwell, who loolied from tlie 
s0ut.h and southwest, it  appeared black near its suniniit., 
becornin0 li hter downward, with its base a very light 

~ ? o  i ir .  W. A. ~ o o c ~ ,  4 miles or more northeart Yay’ rom the cloud, it rtppearecl dark ita entire length. . The 
outer surface of the funnel cloud wa9 very clear cut near 
the base, becoming more fuzzy in appearance near tho 
summit. The revolving of the funnel cloud could I)r! 
very distinctly seen in all parts, certain sections sonic+ 
t.imes having a fibrous or stringy a.ppearance. Tlic 
funnel a peared to len then or stretch very niaterialljv 

“During the rogress of t,he cloud thc lawe nniount, of 

of the Missouri Pacific Eailway was distiiic tl!- seen. Olio 
building, apparent,ly entir6, was lifted about t.o tdie 11 ptx 

level all parts of the building ap eared to come apart, 

a deck of cards thrown in the air. Trees were seen ent,ire 
and broken. Parts of builtlings were seen in t,he air at, 
almost any monieiit cluring itu course. Tlie usual witlth 
of the devastat,ed ath wtw from 200 to 300 feet, ani1 its 

The followiii is a le ort of the Omaha tornatlo by Mr. 
M. V. Robins of  the &ather Bureau. 

“ A  small tornado that formed a short distance south- 
w-est of Omaha struck the city limits about 7 3 0  p. ni. 
(90th meridian tinzel, April 6, 1919, and moved in n 
north-northeasterly direction in the city over a 1)ilt.h 
varying from 200 to 600 feet in width and betwmi 3 
and 4 miles in length. The. fuiinel left the ground for 
short stretches, at  places skipping blocks. After the 
tornado funnel had left the gouiid permanently, blie 
wind was violent enough to do some damage even beyond 
the city limits north of Omaha as the storm movch 011. 
The esplosive effect was in evidence in a number of in- 
stances.” * * * 

“No loss of life occurred or has resulted from injuries 
received, but probably 20 persons received injuries, a 
Iew serious, but niostl they were slight. One house that 
contained eight peop Q e, three on the first floor and fiw 
in the basement, was conipletely demolished; but not one 
of the occupants was even scratched. Fortunately, the 
path of the tornado was through a district part of whicli 
was not thickly settled, hence the comparatively sninll 
property loss (about $350,000) and few casualties. 

during t f ie latter part o f its course. 

mitterial caI:riet P into t.he air from fariiist.t.i& just south 

level of the dust cloud. While poised at that hig P lest. 

flattened i d 0  a single horizontal p P ane, then scattered es 

borders were clear P y marked. * * * ” 

I t  home 1 observers said that there wns a violent commo- 
tion afiioii the wry  dark coppery clouds in t-he south- . 
west just %elore the funiicl appeared; others that the ~ 

storm cloud which swept the earth WBS more like a iUar j 
than a funnel, ant1 a few reported that tongues of Eght- ’ 

ning flashed froin its center. 1 was 011 my way home from 
the car line, alii1 it, lat.er clewloped in the immediate path i 

of the storin, when I heiircl the unmistakable roar as of a 
great engine, and saw t.hc dark mass rushing in my tlirec- 
tion. I ran for home hoping to reach it in time to get 
nip fnniilg int,o the basement,, but by the tinie I arrived 9 

the storni had pased n few hundred feet to the east. ’ 

At my locatioii there were violttiit gusts, arid even at ; 
greater ilistaiices from the storin path windows were , 

Mown out ancl slight dainnge was dotie to shingle roofs. 
‘Yo me the cloud looked more like a pillar than a funnel, 
but on the west sidc a dirty brown whirl was clearly 
visible in the flashes of liglitnincr. During the passing of 
t,he tornudo light, hail fell, aiicf tli.ere wn.s light rain for 
about an hour before the storm strukk, the lat,ter ending 
n t  7 5 5  p. in. Lntrr, about 11 . m., rain fell at  an es- 
ccssive rnte, doing conaidcrable Amage to w-rccked homes 
and unprotect,etl furniture, et,c. 

“The d8bris was strewn in a.11 dii.ect.ions, but the greater 
portion lay in the general direction of the forward niove- 
men t of the storm. 

‘ ‘A strange coincidence is that! t,liis tornado entered the 
city but a short clistance €roiii the point of entrance of 
t.he one of Eust,er Sunday, March 23, 1913, but the latter 
tuc.k a direction that was dniost clue northeast and its 
pat.h of destruction was much more coiiiplete and larger.” 

These unusual tornadoes seem to hare what mi ht  be 

Tliere wa.3 no g m t d  cloudiness such as marks a turbulent 
wincl-shift, linc in which t,hc direct, mechanical action of 
g . ‘iiz i ng win( Is of opposite directions an( 1 dew i ties nijgli t 
cause toriiatlic ~~-1iirla. There seenia t.o hare been, in- 
st,ead, LI, st,eep temperature grwlient not fer atoft, such 
tis woultl grea.tly int,c.nsii‘y the vei~t,icnl movenient of the 
wwm, coiirectioiinl currents from the surface, which 
must. have ariscn from the sun’s 1ien.t.ing during the fair 
aftfei’ntxm. The niarkrtlly elanwtetl foim of the cumulus 
clou~ls seen in ths bacligrounc~ of some of t,he pictures 
is intlic~utivc of suc,h strong locd coiivec t.ion which has 
become int.eiise since contleiisatioii is ret.arding the 
cooling of the rising air. 

The cold air neccssitry t,o have formetl such a strong 
w-adient aloft probably cnim from the very cold side. 
8 w r  this region this cold wind was pob:LbIy westerly, 
as the int,ermecliata anel upper clouils in the morning 
weie moving froin the weat. The surface SE. wind 
n~ould explain t,he inovemcr‘iit of the lower part of tht 
toma.clo, and the W. colJ wind aloft would explaitL 
the Ixpiil iiortli~.~~~tward iiioveiiiriit of the parent cloud 
ant1 tlie fall of ruin and l i d  generally east of the track. 

ciilletl true vortices caused hp t.lierniitlly uiistab 7 e air. 

- L’. F. Brooks. 


